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2327 December 22, 1899 

Eastern Shore of the Lagoon. 

The eastern shore of the lagoon, from the Cricainola River to Blue- 
field Point is sparsely populated, and only a few small plantations are 
located on this coast. 

Referring to communication with the outside world, and the chances 
of infection being brought into the lagoon, I must say that there is 
nothing to prevent smaller vessels coming from any point to any part 
of the lagoon. It is not infrequent that cargoes are smuggled into the 
numerous creeks and streams, and quarantine laws have been evaded in 
this way. Quite recently a canoe landed at Bluefield Point, bringing 
passengers direct from Panama. I merely mention this as an instance 
of how it can be done. 

Reference to the chart will show the course of the steamers of the 
United Fruit Company, and the points of anchorage where fruit is 
loaded. Other steamers stop at many of the creeks wherever fruit may 
be awaiting them. Anchorage is usually from one quarter to 1 mile off- 
shore. 

Numerous plantations and settlements lie along the shores of Almi- 
rante Bay and on the many adjacent islands. The fruit from all these 
places is collected in lighters and brought to the anchorage before the 
town of del Toro, where it is loaded on the steamers. The population in 
this region numbers about 1,500, exclusive of the town of Bocas del Toro 
with its population of about 2,500. The situation of the islands and 
the shores of Almirante Bay seems to have some favorable influence on 
the health conditions, as the people here suffer less from malarial fever 
than those in the lagoon. The sea breeze may account for this to some 
extent, and the rainfall is considerably less. 

On the western shore of the bay new lands are being opened, and a 
road is being pushed through the swamp to reach the valley of the 
Changinola River, a large stream emptying into the sea on the coast 
above Columbus Island. This will open up immense tracts of virgin 
land which, in time, will rival the Chiriqui Valley. 

Hoping that the above will give some idea of the topography, climate, 
and sanitary conditions of the country around Bocas del Toro, and serve 
for future guidance in quarantine matters, I respectfully submit it. 
Respectfully, Herman B. Mohr, M. D., 

Late Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



Report from Oienfuegos, Casilda, and Santa Cruz del Sur. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, December 11, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended Decem- 
ber 9, 27 deaths have occurred in this city, 3 from malaria, 6 from 
intestinal diseases, and 4 from tuberculosis. No contagious diseases 
reported. Death rate for the week is 35.19. During the week six for- 
eign vessels have been inspected upon arrival and seven previous to 
departure. 

Casilda. — Dr. Alejandro Cantero reports 11 deaths during the week 
in Trinidad, 1 from malaria, 1 from intestinal diseases, and 3 from 
tuberculosis. No contagious diseases reported. Inspected five vessels 
during the week. 
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Santa Cruz del Sur. — Dr. Juan B. Xiques reports 2 deaths during the 
week. No contagious diseases. Inspected 11 vessels during the .week. 
Eespectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

JJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Inspection of coastwise vessels at Oienfuegos. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, December 18, 1899. 

Sib : I have the honor to report that in accordance with recommen- 
dations made by Asst. Surg. S. B. Grubbs, U. S. M. H. S., the following 
schedule for the inspection of coastwise vessels has been made : 

Steamships Manzanillo and Sancti Spiritus. — Inspected at Santa Cruz, 
Wednesday, 11 a. m., on outgoing trip. Inspected at Casilda, Monday, 
3 p. m., on return trip. 

Steamship Independiente. — Inspected at Casilda, Monday, 6 a. m., on 
outgoing trip. Inspected at Cienfuegos, Friday, 1 p. in., on return 
trip. 

Steamships Antinogenes and Reina de los Angeles. — Inspected at Cienfu- 
egos, Friday, 11 a. m., on outgoing trip. Inspected at Santa Cruz, 
Friday, 10 a. m., on return trip. 

Steamship Josefita. — Inspected at Cienfuegos, Monday, 11 a. m., on 
outgoing trip. Inspected at Casilda, Wednesday, 8 a.m., on return 
trip. 

Eespectfully, J. M. Lindsley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Report on Mariel Quarantine Station, near Havana, Cuba. 

Havana, Cuba, December 5, 1899. 

Sie : Mariel is situated about 21 miles west of Havana, on the northern 
coast of the island of Cuba. It has an excellent harbor, reached by a 
narrow channel having a depth of not less than 5 fathoms, thus permit- 
ting the passage of the largest vessels. The channel is at present partly 
closed by the wrecl^ of the Spanish steamer Alfonso XII, but there is a 
clear space of nearly 200 feet between the wreck and the opposite head- 
land. 

The town of Mariel has a population of about 3,000, and is situated 
about 2 miles from the entrance to the harbor. 

The quarantine station occupies a point immediately within the 
entrance to the harbor. This is known as Eegla Point, and is sur- 
rounded on two sides by water, and cut off from the adjacent country 
by a stone wall about 9 feet high, extending from sea to sea, a distance 
of about 1,150 feet. The inclosure is triangular in shape, and the ground 
is flat and moderately elev<ated above the level of the sea. Beyond the 
wall the ground rises in gentle slopes to the surrounding hills. 

The reservation as above described is divided into two unequal parts 
by a stone wall about 5 feet high, immediately adjoining which is a 
disinfecting house — the smaller portion of the reservation being con- 
sidered as the "infected" part, and the larger as the "noninfected" 
part. 

The situation of Mariel is admirably adapted for a quarantine station 



